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Introduction

I've been trying to figure out a Pesach booklet for over a

year now. | went through a lot of Haggadah ideas, but |
never came up with any that | thought were worth the
risk of making the Seder any longer than it already is.

My goal is to share joy and happiness—not boredom,
G-d forbid.

So | started thinking about something that’s brought
me joy for many years: a series of halachos in the
Rambam’s Mishneh Torah that deal with an array of
mouse-related, pre-Pesach shenanigans. Learning and
thinking about these halachos always makes me
happy. so | decided to try sharing, on paper, the way |
experience them in my head.

\/
S

CE

W
=
&,

SE

@

;!

All of these scenarios originate in the Talmud, but I've
always loved how the Rambam’s codification turns
them into something that feels almost like a surreal,

real-life narrative. This comic is a fairly direct
adaptation of how these cases appear in Hilchos

Chametz u’Matzah, Chapter 2 (halachos 7-13), which

I've included in full in the back of the booklet.

Wishing you a kosher and joyful Pesach,
—Dovid Taub

oo

CECCCECCCCECODINNIENZD

LA
‘)

-

C (J
R IDORS

— 0'. ()
52 .-))



THERE ARE PLACES YOU DONT BUT...

HAVE TO BOTHER SEARCHING FOR W TR,
CHAMETZ BECAUSE PEOPLE DON'T RGN0 e SR
KNOW THE RULES.

EVER BRING CHAMETZ THERE.

— 3
I wish I ’x
could reod. &5

WHY? BECAUSE IT WOULD CAUSE A CHAIN REACTION
OF WEASEL POSSIBILITIES THAT WOULD NEVER END

BUT..THAT'S JUST A
HYPOTHETICAL WEASEL
YOU DON'T HAVE TO
WORRY ABOUT.

WHAT ABOUT AN
IMPLIED WEASEL?
IF YOU PUT ASIDE 10 PIECES OF ..BUT THE NEXT MORNING, YOU THAT CHEERIO IS SOMEWHERE,
CHAMETZ AFTER THE SEARCH SO ONLY FIND 9 PIECES... AND NOW YOU HAVE TO FIND IT.
YOU COULD EAT BREAKFAST... .
/h’d'ss'ng
| ]
/ Cheerio! = °

YOU DIDNT SEE A WEASEL, 3
BUT THERE MUST HAVE BEEN -
A WEASEL. OR A MOUSE.

Hey, iT's a
movse with a
crouton!

OK, SO, COMPLETELY
HYPOTHETICAL
CRITTERS AREN'T A
PROBLEM BUT EVIDENCE
OF UNSEEN CRITTERS IS.
BUT WHAT IF YOU
ACTUALLY SEE A
MOUSE?




OK, SO YOU SEARCH AGAIN AND
FIND A PILE OF CRUMBS.

NOPE. MICE DON'T WORK LIKE
THAT. IT'S PROBABLY HIDDEN IN A

MAYBE THAT'S IT.
THE MOUSE ATE THE WHOLE

THING RIGHT THERE IN THE MOUSE HOLE.
MIDDLE OF THE ROOM, AND THIS
IS ALL THAT'S LEFT.
I fee| so 15 0
vulnerable and E:SS:M in

exposed. There.

SEARCH AGAIN (AGAIN)!

DID THE BABY HIDE THE

BUT WHAT IF IT WAS A YOU SEARCH AGAIN AND
BAGUETTE IN A BABY HOLE?

BABY WITH A BAGUETTE? FIND CRUMBS.
25 Hey,iT's a

boby with a

baguerTe!

_m—

NOPE! BABIES SIT IN THE MIDDLE YOU SET ASIDE NINE PILES OF MATZAH AND ONE PILE OF
OF THE ROOM AND MAKE MESSES. OK, SO FAR CHAMETZ. WHY? MAYBE YOU WANT TO HAVE A REALLY
THAT'S HOW BABIES WORK. THESE NERVE-WRACKING PIZZA PARTY AT 8:00 AM ON EREV PESACH.
(BUT NOT MICE). SITUATIONS
P HAVE FELT
PRETTY
ORGANIC.
LET'S GET
MORE
ELABORATE
AND
CONTRIVED.
A MOUSE TAKES SOMETHING AND RUNS INTO] JSEARCH AGAIN. EXCELLENT QUESTION, CHARACTER WHO
YOUR CHOMET Z-FREE HOUSE. _ SHOULDNT KNOW THE NARRATOR EXISTS! YOURE

PROBABLY CONFUSED BECAUSE IT SEEMED LIKE A
PERFECT SET-UP TO FOLLOW THE MAJORITY...

Sure. That's p———
e o | exoctlywharl
was Thinking.

= S
Which pile did That ‘ -
mouse Ttoke from? And
how could my perfectly
normol and reasonable .
plan have gone so awry? , s



I e WE'LL LOOK AT THE THERE ARE TWO HOUSES. ONE
THERE'S A RULE THE MATJORITY OF FLIPSIDE OF THIS HAS ALREADY BEEN CHECKED FOR
FTRH%‘ ;Ft*i ;2’&2485 THE PILES ARE SCENARIO LATER ON. CHAMETZ AND ONE HASN'T...
(OR, IN OUR CASE, A RasanilaE .
MOUSE) ENCOUNTERS [ | PONT TAKE THAT | || Woir, There ) Oh, hit Looks
AN OBJECT WHILE INTO ACCOUNT il o lie you beat
\ BECAUSE THE SEENOrios:. me To it This i
IT'SSTILL INITS How mony ear, neishbor! I
ORIGINAL PLACE, MOUSE panic-inducing yeor, negmer g
THE POSSIBILITIES ENCOUNTERED siTuaTions are
OF WHERE IT COMES THIS TASTY you going TO
FROM ARE MORSEL WHILE IT : #Tumﬁ‘)l TrusT me, you f
CONSIDERED EQUAL. | | WAS STILL INITS Rl don'r wan any
' ORIGINAL PILE. porT of This.

THERE ARE TWO MICE. ONE WITH
CHAMETZ AND ONE WITH
MATZAH. THEY EACHRUN INTO
ONE OF THE HOUSES, BUT YOU
DON'T KNOW WHICH MOUSE WENT

INTO WHICH HOUSE.

DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT.

The mice did The math here and
chose the houses they ran into

i based on what would not cause |

YEAH, BASICALLY.

So we're d;usr going To 0

OK, WHAT IF BOTH HOUSES WERE
ALREADY CHECKED. AND THERE'S
JUST ONE MOUSE WITH CHAMETZ?

=——1 Phew. Finally gotit |
done. I hope Tthat
ISIIN mouse doesn't cause
ony Trouble.

THE MOUSE RUNS INTO A HOUSE
BUT YOU DON'T SEE WHICH ONE...

Oh, looks like
we've goT a liTTle
Troublemoker!

REMEMBER WHEN JUST ONE
MOUSE RAN INTO YOUR HOUSE
WITH A CROUTON, YOU SEARCHED
AGAIN, AND FOUND CRUMBS?

DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT.

So, each home is
Jjudged
independently and
gives plausible
deniobiliTy To The
other? Ain't tThat
a hoot!

Wait, . .why are
ail'these
scenarios
TUrNing out
berrer?! Isit
Jjust because
Dan is here?

OK, LET'S FOCUS ON JUST ONE
HOUSE AGAIN.

I shouid have |
kepT my mouth
shurt.

WELL, WHAT IF YOU SEARCHED
AGAIN BUT DIDN'T FIND
ANYTHING?

dUST soy that I
id my best and
leT me give up?

ACTUALLY, YES. YOURE GOOD.

3

BUT... WHAT IF YOU SEARCHED
AGAIN AND FOUND A CROUTON’?

That's bod Wair,
no, That's good,
right? It meons I
found it, right?




IT COULD BE A DIFFERENT
CROUTON, THOUGH.

Wair,
really?
Come on!
Do I really
have To [N o o
search \| Py

again?

NEH, IT'S PROBABLY THE SAME
CROUTON. YOURE GOOD.

This again? ||
That's it. Nol|
Erev Pesach ||
breokfasTt
pizzo party
nexT year.

HEY, REMEMBER THOSE 10 PILES
FROM BEFORE? WHAT IF A PIECE
GOT SEPARATED BUT YOU DON'T
KNOW WHICH PILE IT WAS FROM?

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT IT. SINCE
THE MOUSE
ENCOUNTERED
THIS MYSTERY

Phew. I'm glod that
worked out. I guess

 my nerve-wrocking

pizzo porty IS a
good idea.,

MORSEL AFTER IT
WAS SEPARATED
FROM ITS
ORIGINAL PLACE,
WE CAN RELY ON
THE MAJORITY
AND ASSUME THAT

IT'S MATZAH.

AND THEN A MOUSE COMES AND
BRINGS IT INTO YOUR HOUSE.

NOW LET'S GET A
LITTLE WEIRD.

YOU SET ASIDE A SINGLE CROUTON
IN ONE CORNER OF A ROOM...

BUT AFTER THE SEARCH YOU FIND
IT IN A DIFFERENT CORNER.

ThaTt's not weird.
That's how I doiT.
Don't judge

BUT AFTER THE SEARCH YOU FIND
10 CHALLAHS.

o Ooh! Free o
N challah! Looks
1l like my luck is
ll changing!

I guess there's
no such thing
as o free
challah.




DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT. WE'LL
JUST ASSUME IT'S THE SAME
MOUSE AND THE SAME CROUTON.

A MOUSE RUNS INTO YOUR
HOUSE WITH A CROUTON...

I don'T like
your house

Ry
3

AND THEN A MOUSE RUNS OUT
WITH A CROUTON.

BUT... WHAT IF A MOUSE WITH

BUT... IF THE MOUSE THAT WENT
A CROUTON RAN IN...

IN WAS BLACK...

never steal
from you.
[ . )
..AND THE MOUSE THAT ' BUT A WEASEL WITH A
CAME OUT WAS WHITE... ’ CROUTON RAN OUT...

SEARCH AGAIN! NO. YOU WOULD NEED PROOF... IF THE WEASEL CAME OUT WITH
, ] i THE CROUTON AND THE MOUSE...

Come on! }
Con't we jusT
assume The |
wease| sTole
iT from The
movuse?

THEN YOU'RE GOOD. NO NEED TO OK, ONE MORE... NO, THIS TIME IT'S A SNAKE.
SEARCH AGAIN.

WITH A BAGUETTE.

AAHHH! IT's
| a snake! With
J a baguerTe!

Fine. I coan
handle one
more mouse.




AND IT SLITHERS INTO A HOLE IN
YOUR HOUSE AND DISAPPEARS
WITH THE BAGUETTE.

THE ONLY WAY TO DEAL WITH
THIS PROPERLY WOULD BE TO
HIRE A SNAKE CHARMER.

DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT. YOU
DON'T HAVE TO HIRE A SNAKE
CHARMER.

I have no idea
3 how 10 even find
a snake charmer!
And I doubTt
they're cheap.

IF YOU SPOT A LOAF OF BREAD
BALANCING PRECARIOUSLY ON A
BEAM...

Py Wair. why
~¥7 did you even
menTion

snake
charmers?

THE END
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*...A PERSON SPIRITUALLY EXAMINES EVERY ASPECT
OF THEMSELVES TO THE POINT THAT THE "HOUSE" -
THEIR ENTIRE SELF - IS CONSIDERED SEARCHED.
THEN, SUDDENLY, A MOUSE ENTERS WITH A LOAF IN
ITS MOUTH - THIS IS A BAD PERSON, WHO IS IMPURE
LIKE A MOUSE, WITH LASHON HARA IN THEIR MOUTH.
THEN EVERYTHING IS CONTAMINATED, AND THE
ENTIRE "HOUSE" MUST BE SEARCHED AGAIN...."
-ALSHICH ON TORAH, EXODUS 12:13




Mouse Halachos

Source Sheet by Dovid Taub

Mishneh Torah, Leavened and Unleavened Bread 2:7

We do not suspect that a weasel dragged chametz into a place
where it is not usually brought. Were we to suspect [that
chametz would be taken] from house to house, we would
also have to suspect [that chametz might be taken] from city
to city. There is no end to the matter.

A person who checked on the night of the fourteenth and
placed ten loaves of chametz [on the side] and [later] found
[only] nine must suspect [that chametz is present in his
home,] and [hence], must search a second time, for definitely

it was taken by a weasel or mouse.

Mishneh Torah, Leavened and Unleavened Bread 2:8
Similarly, a person who saw a mouse enter the house with
chametz in its mouth after he searched [for chametz] must
search a second time. [This applies] even if he found crumbs
in the middle of the house; we do not necessarily presume
that it already ate the bread in this place and that these are its
crumbs. Rather, we suspect that it left the bread in a hole or
window, and that these crumbs were [originally] located
there. Hence, he must search again.

If he does not find anything, he must search through the
entire house. If he found the bread that the mouse took
when he entered, he need not search [further].

Mishneh Torah, Leavened and Unleavened Bread 2:9

[A person who] saw an infant enter an already checked house
with bread in his hand, followed him inside and discovered
crumbs, need not search [again]. We may confidently assume
that he ate the bread and that these crumbs fell from him
while eating. Infants generally crumble food while eating,
though mice do not.

If he does not find any crumbs, he must check [again].

Mishneh Torah, Leavened and Unleavened Bread 2:10

Nine piles of matzah and one of chametz were placed [aside].
A mouse came and took [something from one of the piles]
and entered a house that had been checked. If we do not
know whether it took either chametz or matzah, the house
must be checked [again], for every instance where [a doubt
arises and the presence of both the permitted and forbidden
substances] is fixed, [is judged] as if they were present in
equal amounts.
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Mishneh Torah, Leavened and Unleavened Bread 2:11
There were two piles: one of chametz and one of matzah,
and two houses: one that had been searched and one that
had not been searched. Two mice came; one took chametz
and one took matzah [and they entered the houses] without
our knowing which house the mouse holding the chametz
entered...

Similarly, there were two houses which had been checked,
with one pile of chametz before them. A mouse took [from
the pile and entered a house]. However, we do not know
which house he entered...

or we saw which one he entered, a person followed him,
checked [for chametz], and did not find anything...

or he checked and found bread...

Similarly, when there were nine piles of matzah and one of
chametz, and a loaf became separated from the piles, and we
do not know whether it was chametz or matzah: If a mouse
took the loaf that became separated and entered the house
that had been checked:

In all of these cases, there is no need to check a second time,
because the presence of the forbidden substance is not fixed.

Mishneh Torah, Leavened and Unleavened Bread 2:12

A person who placed chametz in one corner and discovered it
in another...

or who put aside nine loaves and found ten...

or a mouse came and took the chametz, and there is a doubt
whether he entered this house or not...

In all these cases, he must search [the house again].

Mishneh Torah, Leavened and Unleavened Bread 2:13

A mouse entered a house with a loaf in its mouth.
Afterwards, a mouse left there with a loaf in its mouth; we
presume that the same mouse who entered originally was the
one which ultimately left, and [the owner] need not search
[again]. If the first mouse which entered was black and the
one which left was white, he must search [again].

If a mouse entered with a loaf in its mouth and a weasel left
there with a loaf in its mouth, he must search [again]. If a
weasel left there with a mouse and a loaf in its mouth, he
does not have to search [again]. [We may presume] that this
is the loaf which was in the mouse's mouth.

If a snake enters a hole with a loaf in its mouth, there is no

obligation to bring a snakecharmer to remove it.
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Y “Izalmei Achbareichem”is an illustrated exploration of
Rambam’s lesser-known but extremely
rodent-forward halachos of bedikas chametz.

With reverence for the Rambam's precision and a
healthy respect for cartoon mammals, Tzalmei
Achbareichem seeks to illuminate the delicate interplay
between doubt and certainty, matzah and chametz,
mouse and man.

Includes the original halachos in Hebrew and English
for serious study, speculative pilpul, or deliberate

skipping.

Recommended for scholars, children, educators, and
anyone who has ever wondered what happens if a
weasel steals your bread.
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